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New York Theaters &2 Their Attraction

‘Partners Again’ the Only New
Play That Appeals to Public

Playwrights of Other Productions Presented as Season
Nears End Appear to Have Failed to Master
the Skill of the Dramatist.

{ By LAWRENCE REAMER.

HE publie, in splte of the more or less falnt hearted efforts of the
theater managers to keep up the houp-la, has epparently decided
that the season 18 at an end. Recent firat night representations

have not even succeeded in filling the playhouses. At least three produc-
tlons which would, at other times, have awakened some degroe of interest
among theatergoers failed even to draw enough of an asudience to oceupy
the parquet.

Among these lukewarm effairs !s not to be included, of course, such
a sensationally popular plece as “Partners Again,” at the Selwyn Theater.
Obviously the psychological minute had arrived for some more Potash
and Perlmutter fun. Just as obviously wags it a demand of good show-
manship that the two actors who originally incarnated these amusing
men of business ehould agsin represent them. The public wanted to see
them together aguin, whkatever Montagu Glags and Jules Hckert Goodman
might do in the matter of a play. So ithe Selwyns have shrewdly assembled
once agaln all the parts that were indispensable from the first to a
genuine Potash and Perimutter success. The enthuslastic response of
the public will keep the Selwyn Theater crowded for months,

But for other recent theatrical experiments there has been little
cordiality. The mind of the public is plainly not on the drama just now.
After a while the summer musical plays will begin to arrive and hot
weather theatricals will have a fillip. Now the days of indifference have
quite obviously set in and there {s no disputing tha point. The anxiety
of the manegers to keep thelr theaters cccupled so long as possihle ia
easlly comprehensible, Even a small degree of success under the present
prevailing plan of cooperation tends to diminish overhead expenses. Thera
are none of the amblitious cinemas which usually come to the assistance
of thg impresarlos at this time Conditions have not been favorable to
the creation of any of these costly efforts. So the impresario must rely
on the spoken play so long as Le can. Judging by appearances the effort
will not be extended.

It i{s unfortunate that the plays with which the managers have sought
to woo the publie back into the playhousges ot this time are not of & char-
acter thaut would have bean deeply
interesting at any stage of the sea-

wich Village Theater, it 13 said to be

, wight in thros divisions at the Greens

son. Arnold Bennett's “What the
Public Wants," at the Garrlck The-
ater, {s written vivaciously and deals
with a topic that ought to appeal to
the intelllgent theatergoer, although
managers profess a prejudice against
dramas dealing with newspapers and
the stage. 'There should be enough
in any play from Mr. Bennett on this
themse to keep alive the audience's in-
terest. Yet the reverse is true.

After two acts of the four there !z |
little enough to hold any listener, Nc:
story develops, The talk is out of all|

proportion to the dramatlc content of
the scenes. And the result I the
ennul which always results from a bit
of fiction put on the stage In its origi-
nal form. Dividing such a bit of com-
edy as “What the Publle Wants" into
acts instead of chapters does not mals
it a play.

The sams Is true of Hden Phillpotts’s
work, “The Shadow.” It !s a more or
less nbeorbing bit of narrative, but
thers is no trace of stagecraft 'n its
revelation. Maybe 2Ir. Phillpotts ia
just as contemptuous of what the
mandarina eall the technlgue of the
theater as Mr. Bennett has declared
himself to be, The result 15 that “The
Bhadow,” at the KXlaw Theater, s
nothing more than the transferencs of
& novel to the footiights. What s de-
signed to suceeed In one fleld naturally
falls to make any effect in anather
Eo the three acts of this story of Dart-
mocr Iife pass without a thrill on the
part of the watchers. They nelther
warm to Its emotion nor listen in-
dulgently to Ita rather tentative ef-
forts at humor.
st noglected to stick to his last, ‘with
lamentable results. Probably the au-
thor of “The Shadow” would wonder
why it falled to make the same appeal
to the world that his novels of lile in
this quarter of England have done.
He argues that the dialect Is there
and =0 are the ways of the peasant
folk. 'Their lives and thoughts are
sust as faithfully represented as ever
they were i one of his books. Then
why does not the play make the same
tmprogslon that his novels do? The
gnswer is that there is no element of &
drama in hia woric. It is, to be sure,
in dintogue, and it is divided into ancte.
But the mechanism which alone can
put the drmmatic pulse into its velns
13 Incking.

The same is true of “Creditors,” In
which August Strindberg has, beyond
the use of dlalogue, made little or ne
deference to dramatic form. Hushand
Number One harangues Hushand
Number Two until the unfortunate
yman realizes that the woman who has
been the wife of both has made such
completely selflsh uss of him as to
destroy his independence of personal-
ity altogether. When the wife re-
turns this unhappy man upbralds
Yier and shows himself completely the
ereatura of her will. Thus there are
two Interviews to begin the play. A
third enda it. This takes place Le-
tween Husband Number One and hls
former wife. He humlillates her by
making her reveal her love for him
and so mortifiea the listening husband
that n sudden crisls in his disease
eauses his death,

These interviews follow one another.
Wot & fact In the relations of these
three persons, which really make up
the drama, i revealed by notlon. A
tells B and B tells C, and thera you
have it. There are, of courss, no
means of knowing just what popular
success these naturalistic plays of
gtrindberg may have had In the northe
ern countries. It may be that the
theatergoers of theee natlons lova tnllt
enough to alt through & gerles of lla-
logues unaceompanied by any real
dramatic actlon Occaslonal move:
ment thers may be. Of action, how-

Again has the novel- |

ever, that advances the story of even |
the disclosure of character, there in
not a trace, Independent of what the
popuiar history of these playa n-ny
have been on thelr native heath, 1* 19
moderately certain that lhera they
would not pay for the lllumination of
a thester's elactric slgn. it neems af-
fsctation to say that Strindberg wn_-l'.uu
aoccording to hia ewn technlque. There
48 no recognizable theater technigue
of any kind in such a play as “Credl-
tors,” Although It was acted the other

in & single scene In the orlginal.
While plays that bear really well
known names In the fleld of con‘em-
porary letters fall to make any Im-
pression on the public and disappear
after o few weeks of more or less in-
tensive ennui, "Lawful Larceny” haids
a profitable place on the stage for

months. Nobody could Le sBo feolle
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Voyage or
Adventure

To travel well—with your
mind free for observation—is
an accomplishment.

It maﬁf be by Atlantic liner
or camel train, by Pullman or
canoe—this house can prepare .

season, and It was only through the
Iriterference of the diplomatin agents|
of thae French
ington that parmlisaion was pecured by
the actors to appear in the plece. With
the assurance from this seme quarter
that it will glve every ald in securing
the newest dramns of France for this

Government at Wash- |

you for every emergency.

Your travel tweeds, be you
nian or woman—your steamer
coat and steamer rug—your
kit bag and carry-all—or your
| epecial outfit if you are on &
voyage of discovery.

MISS
DORIS
KENYOM
in*UP The LADDER"
PLAYHOUSE

|

minded and yet be at large as to maln- t
tain that Samuel Shipman has any-
thing to say to the public that It 'a
more anxious to hear than what Bon-
nett, Phlilpotts or Btrindberg may
communlicate. There are, of course, in-
dications in faver of Mr. Shipman
when his plays are ncted before lorge
audlences for months and the works
of lMterary men are withdrawn after
o few lean weeks., Mr. Ehipman bap-
pens to have learned lls metler, ITis|
subject matter may bs mildly Inter-|
esting and hls language a trfl to cul- |
tured cars,

Ho writes, however, {n the {diom of
the theater. Whatever he may have
to say Is put beforse the public In l.ta!
most effectlve form. Were the humor
and the thin story of “What the 'ub-
lle Wanta" told with the theater skill
of Mr. Shipman the publle would not
be bored for half the evening. Had
Mr. Phillpotta the abllity to giva hia|
people and his fable thelr correct stage |
values “The Bhadow" would be ns 'n-|
teresting ns Dartmoor has proved in
another fleld. It Ils concelvable that
even the neurotle painter and the |
paranoalc wife in “Creditors” might
be made human and absorbing under
some exerclse of theater skill. But the
whole pack and parcel of thom are, as
they are now presented, as dull as
ditch water,

Of course there Is nothing new In
the fallure of the playwright to mas-
ter the ekill of the dramatist. The
tople ls not fresh. But nelther, for
that matter, s the theater season just
now.

Spencé-fs an Expeff-
At Making Out Bills |

Ralph HBpence, motlon ploture editor
and author of the subtitles of “A Con-
nedticut Yarkes,' rocently took an as= |
signment to cut down a reel of pletures. |
Spenice edited the reel and pubmitted |

hie BUIT for 8360, |
*This 18 rldlcuious,” sald tha owner |
of the film *T can get & resl of ple- |

Take

to a|

tures trimmed for %510 anywhere
this LI buck and edit it down
reaconable figure.”

Spence took the bill brek ta hls office
and submitted the following statement:
Cutting one reel. . ...... vessss R0
Knowing what to cubisieeess 840

When Gottschalk Saw
The Great Fechter Act

Ferdinand Gottachallt, whore portrayal
of the part of Willlam Blayds-Conway
in Winthrop Ames's productlon of “The
Truth About Blayds,” tha new A, A,
Mline play, s amusing audlences at the
Booth, has been Interested In the thea-
tre since he was 4 years old, when hie
father, In business in London, took him
to see his first play. It was not a pan-
tomimo or a musieal comedy, but the
great Charles Fechter In *“The Duke's

'
1
——e—— | woek of
| Montauk, with M

Motto.” Helng a e#mall chilld, he could
not even sees the stagoe If he sat In tha |
seat, so he stood up and watched.

Mr. Gottechnllke atill remembers seeing
the great Fechter act. After that his
trips to the theatrs wore quite rrnqunnll
for a child and soon he was putting on
littla plays ot homa with his brother:
and slstera and small friends in the cast

Then he was sent to Hanover, Ger- |
many, to lenrn the Germun language |
and one of the instructions given to the
tuter by the elder Mr. Gotischalk wasr
to take his son to see a EKood play once
n weak, Later in Parls hs saw the big|
French players of the day in their finest |
roles,

Boon after returning to Epgiand he
helpad organlze an amateur acting ore |
ganization. Immediately after [ta sew
enth play,"Our Boys,” was produced, Mr.
Gottsehallkk was offered an engagement
In Americn with Rosina Vokes ond the
greater part of his professional career
has been spent In the Unlted States, Ha
Is not such a conslstent theatregoer are
ha was befora he becams an actor, but
still manages to set moat of the best
playu,

New Brighton Theater
Will Reopen on May 22

The New Brighton Theater, at
pen end of Ocean Parkway, Hrighton
Heach, will open Its fourteenth rnltu-|
lar senson on Monday afternoon, May |
72, which may be taken as officlal in-|
dication that summer by then will ba
an #ecompilehed fact. The theater 18
now undergoing A thorough rcnnvnnnn.|
George Roblr 1, Eeneral manager, |
snnounces Lthat the polley of presenting
only major grade vaudeville ntt.rn:'llun»|
will remain in effect. DPerformances |
will ba glven twica each day, with the
usual concerts Bundoy afterncon and

avening.
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| Vaudeville Headliners
At New York Theaters

Petrova to Play .
In Brooklyn This Week |

At Taller's Shubert Theater this weai | At the Talace this week the head-
| Mrrze. Olga Petrova will appear in per- | liners will be Ted Lewls and his Metro-
in her own play, “The White Pea- | pclitan Band, tha Oansinos in Epa

| dances, Mlss Blossom Beeley In syncopa-

Austin, He

4 ry Julson and several sur-
prise acts

fch was favor-
Lyrie Theater

musgleal comedy w
roecelved at the
riler this season,

houses follow:
RIVERSIDE—HRaryl Norman, Maryon
Vadle and Ota Gygl

atarts the fourth and Inat
gagement nt the
hilen and Misa
« principal roles.

*Lightain*'*
its retu

egsle Bacon in t
Miss Allee Brady, appearing In pare |
in vaudeville, will remain in Drook-
second weelk, moving to the
Otlsers will be Gallagher and |
wenn, Misa Allcen Stanley and Miss
ate Ellnore and Sam Willlams.

1 Dore Davidson
The Good Provider."
| TOEW'S STATE—Miss Sally Flelds,
| Wiliam  ¥arnum in the photoplay
“Shackiss of Gold."

| PROCTOR'S FIFTH AVENTE—
| Williem Rock, Runaway Four.

| PROCTOR'S TWENTY - THIRD
| STREET—Leawis and Dody, J. K Bm-

mett.

in the photoplay

n A

BILL AT THE COLUMBIA.

#Chuckleas of 1822 Jean Bedinl'a PROCTOR'R FIFTY - EIGHTH
latest and bost burlesgua produetlon, | ETREET—James C. Morton, Leonard
enters the second week of Its summer | and Willard,

r

mn at the Columbla Theater, with Clari;| PROCTOR'S 126TH 6TREET—Jack

and McCullough providing plenty of fun. | Wilson, Hans Roberst,

r

Faiil

Calendar of First Performances

MONDAY.

LONGACRE THEATER—llise Ethel Levey returns to the legitimate In
“Go Ensy, Mabel,” a musical comedy, with book, lyrics and musle by
Charles George. Miss Estelle Winwood {s featured !n the cast, and
others will be Wil Deming, Arthur Aylesworth, Russell Mack nnd
Miss Elleen Van Blene, Bertram Harrison and Jullan Alfred staged
the production.

RITZ THEATER—Leo Kugel will present “The Advertlsing of Kate,” a
three act comedy by Annle Nathan Meyer., Thea story concerns o
young woman who pursues a New York business career. Tha cast
inaludes Mliss Mary Boland, Mra, Thomas Whiffen, Byron Beasley
and Lesllea Austen.

PRINCESS THEATER—"The Red Geranlam,” a play in four aots by
fluth M. Woodwanrd, will be presented by the Greenwich Village Pro-
ducing Compnny. It deals with certaln phases of life and fres love in
New York's Boheminn quarter. The cast Includes Willlam 8, Ralney,
Miss Florence Rittenhouse, Mlgs Mary Donuelly and Misa Eleanor
Contes, The settings were designed by Cleon Throckmorton,

BELMONT THEATER—The French Players, extending thelr engagement
for a week, will present “La Bella Aventore,” by De Flers and De
Calllavet. Charlea Bohauten and Mme. Ditza will play the roles which
were portrayed by Charles Cherry and Misg Ann Murdock in the Eng-
lish verslon at the Lyceum Theater In 1014, Others in tha cast will
be Caston Durlac, Plerre Jacmin and Edmond Valles,

TUESDAY.

GREENWICH VILLAGE THEATER—The Comedy Company, under the
w direction of Crace Griswold, will revive “Bllleted,” by I". Tennyson
Jesse and H. M. Harwood, which was done at the FPlayhouwss by Mar-
garet Anglin in 1917, In the cast are Miss Lola Bolton, Mias Sallle
Willlams, Miss Selena Royle, Lumdsen Hare and H. Langdon Bruos,

THURSDAY.

YASDERBILT THEATER—“Fanny Hawthorn,” the new title given o
Stanley Houghton's Lanoashire play, “Hindle Wakes,'" will be pre-
sented by the Vanderbiit Producing Company. Mies Ellean Huban will
have the title role, and others will be Herbert Lomas, Whitford Kane,
Miss Gllda Leary and Louls Emery.

—=

BIGHTY-FIRST STREET—Al Moore |
] (7, 8, Juxz Band, Miss Vera Gordon |

i
|

| tle girl's earaches,

| eppenred &t the Comedy Theater In | stom, Willlams and Wolfus, Percy Bron-
Monhattan, I and
T | Marfon Mergan Dancers, remaining for | Into
At the Majestlo ater Jomeph M. |
Galtes w present 'p the Cloudas.”

|
|
| The chlef acts at other vaudeville | haa gone thers with his fam!ly as a
|
|

rn “The
ADVERTISING
of KATE"
RITZ THEATER

That Jeritza Will Sing *‘Thais’
and That a Play Grew Out
of an Earache,

By LUCIEN CLEVES.

HILE It Is true that on
little acorns grow, it
also understood that some-

times Broadway plays grow from lit-
But it wans

ust In

# Winnle Baldwin and tie | that way that “Bronz Exprees" came

existencs, Ounlp Dymow,

Far Rockaway thres years ago., He
rellet from the necesalty of riding
dally on the subway, which had been
his custom for some time. Eo habitual
had the practice become that he wan
familiar with all the advertisaments
which ornament the cars. So accus-
tomed was he to watching them that
ha invented imaglnary conversationa

between them, plcetured what thelr

conduct would be under certain con- |

ditions and altogsthor vivifled the pic-
tures,
But he had thought of them oniy

when @eated In the cars unt!l he was | i

awakened early one summer morning

by the cries of his weeping daughter, |

Sho had an earachs. The nearest phy-
slelan could not be brought for soma
time. The child had to be quleted
Mr., Dymow thought of the subway

peopla ha had so often watched. Ba|

he spun o tale about them to the littla
glrl

she forgot It and fall aslecp.

Then the idea of a play which shouid |
imaginary men and)|

include these
women in the advertisements
curred to the playwright. It was not
long Leforo “The Bronx Expresa” was
finished as a play. T later saw the

oc-

light on the stage of the Yiddish Art| g

Theater,
Varfous managers sought to do the
plece In Bngllah, A H., Woods, Wili- )

lam Harrls, Jr., and Georga 3. Cohan
were namod as poasible produc
Finally Mr. and Mrs, Coburn gauve the
plece at tha Astor Theater, Ar, Dymow
liopea from thia description ef
origin of tha plece that nobody

will

get the {dea that “Ths Bronx Express’
the |

is Intended for littie girls with
earnche, It may put thom to aleep,
but it Is not In tha least Intended a9 &
soporific for tha general public.

Marie Jeritsa as “Thals.”

One of thes noveities of tha forthcom
ing season at the Mastropolitan Opers
Housa will be the appearancs of Marie
Jeritza an Thala. Ths new soprano i
now appearing in Vienna nnd some of
tha eltlea of Austria Tha feea for
which ahe was to appear ran so high
In ths currency of thess ecountries and
in reality represenied so little In mone
that she notified the anngers In &
housesa in eh r W tn

appear that she woule

The French Actors,

Uharlas Schauten, manager and lead

Aling actor of the sompany of Mrench fireier
L]

Did You Hear?

1ty |
1 1 | . 1
| & second weale, Others will be Seed and | guthor, was epending tho summer at

The pain ceased, or, at all events, |

1

the |

ng for nothing. |

company, the guccess of the relurn sea-
oon of ten weeks noxi year seesms more
|c*rtulﬂ‘ This season will not be given
| at the Helmont, as Richard Herndon
| has arranged for s ropertoira company
to oceupy his piayhouse all next winter.
Another playhouse las already been
| selected, |

Abercrombie & Fitech
clothes and luggage are fa-
miliar in London hotels and on
the Riviera, in the Antarcti¢
and the Adirondacka.

| Morris Gest Speaka, | =

1M“”:i9 Gest, who was talking the|
otlier duy about the great success of tha | S C f
Chauve Bourls—he seldom speaks of teamer Oats or
any other sublect in his waking hours—

called attention to the fmet that the | women voy&g&r'
run of the Russian company differs from |
any of its predecessors in thle clty, |
| “Never before tn tha hlstory of Amen-
can theatricals,” Mr., Qest observed t¢
| the reporter for Tie Nepw Yorx Heraro
| the other 4 dld any attraction In a |
| forelgny language play for 100 nights
New York without any change of bill
at hag been the record of the Chauve
nth Street Thea-

added had hs
¥ ie mecret that the
am of thesg popt

be sesen first on Jur

G. &

mon

S. in London. |

The elx
& Bullivan ope
other night at
London, It
eentath

1s* senson of the Glibert |
HE CHINa |

to an end the |
Princess Theater In |
icjuded with & repre |
it desired by most of |
necessury owlng to |

the

16 cholee o give part of two |
he first act of *The Gondo
the second wact of “The |

@ sung before an enormous

.n.: e .. as many were unable to l-'icec"'. Iightw‘ugu‘f. coats,
| obtain admittance. % - 3 :
{ Rupert IVOyly Carte, the present rep- sucn as Lh'l’ E,nghﬁh woman

tourist invariably carries.
Easily carried on steamer or

train—ample protection with-

out being  burdensome—

| equally appropriate for auto-

t| mobile use.

Imported plald camel’s hair, plaid

the | and plain fleeces, plaid Saxonles,
| tw and Shetlands.

: Extensive assortments of travel

iTr: s 3 | suits and dresses, with hats, sweaters,
No V:Ham Role for | Bosiers and shoos designed for every
Tiden in‘The Charlatan'|

» of the family of the famous
ger of the Savoy Theater, sald that
company had sung the
e and slncs 1584
e two |

eve

tradi

SRYVOY n

type of travel.

Frederick Tiden has o long baen
agsocinted with the role of the
tha stags that It alr t task
for him to switeh 1o play Count Cag-

Hostro, the protagonist In “The Charla-

wWas 0

Luggage for London
' or Patagonia

gleal descendant of the fame
Joaeph

mns, ia

tan," Adolph Klauber's new mystery -
i play at the Timea Square Thoeater., For | o
| the Count, despite his belng an et 1 I ‘

| % -

Balsamo

| n rellef not to
to mention the
1 mnke over hia
|
Tiden ham

BYer, had enough

L & pound o week.
ountry twenty years ago
dwin and Muxin
Were Twe

3 and sines
n support of almost ever- |
y rest of the caal are In

Kit bags, suit cases, port
cases, overnight fitted cases,
dispatch bags—a com]urehen-

sive collection of hand luggage

demanded by seasoned
travelers,
Flasks of every size and

style, for pocket or bag; toilet
cases, razor sets, travel clocks
and wrist watches.

Steamer trunks, deck chairs
eamerns, English walking sticks smi
umbrellas,

And the world's hest collection of
‘ tents and camp duffle,

\Goldwyn Adds R.A. Walsh |
i To Staff of Directors|

R. A.
Productio
eonjunecl

W anno

| i
Goldw eontraet mh
it e sl dbercrombie

|a  director; arranged Muurlce .
T to direct n ' &. Fitch Co-

EZRA H. FITCH, Presiden:

Madison Avenue and 45th Streed
New York :
“Where the Bi Lrae

eaes the Boulevard”
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